BISMARCK

If the theory which the staff urged against me, and
which is said to be taught as part of military science, can
be expressed by saying that the Minister of Foreign
Affairs comes again to the fore only when the commanders
of the army find that the time has arrived for closing the
temple of Janus, surely the double face of Janus conveys
the warning that the government of a state engaged in
war must look in more directions than towards the scene
of the struggle only. The task of the commanders of the
army is to annihilate the hostile forces; the object of war
is to conquer peace under conditions which are conform-
able to the policy pursued by the state. To fix and limit
the objects to be attained by the war, and to advise the
monarch in respect to them, is and remains during the
war just as before it a political function, and the manner
in which these questions are solved cannot be without
influence on the method of conducting the war. The
ways and means of the latter will always depend upon
whether the result finally obtained is the one desired, or
more or less; whether cessions of territory are to be de-
manded or forborne, and whether temporary occupation is
required, and for how long.

Still more difficult in the same line is it to judge
whether and with what motives other Powers might be
inclined to assist the adversary, in the first instance diplo-
matically, and eventually by armed force; what prospect
the representatives of such a combination have of obtain-
ing their object in foreign courts; how the parties would
group themselves if it came to conferences or to a con-
gress; and whether there is danger of further wars being
developed from the intervention of neutrals. But above
all is the difficulty of deciding when the right moment has